
These are unprecedented times and it's easy to let fear and anxiety overwhelm us. But it's in the darkness
when we can clearly see the stars shining brightest among us. These are the first responders, healthcare
professionals, service industry workers and so many other selfless individuals who became the glue that
held us together during the pandemic. Their skill, service and commitment carried us through and despite
the current politicizing of the virus, the racial division and political tensions - the truth is that we owe our
frontline workers a debt of gratitude that can never be repaid. Lockdown, quarantine, remote learning,
social distancing, unemployment, and viral roulette has become a new way of life for many. For the first
time we began to experience what it's like to live at the mercy of a disease with no treatment or cure. 

One thing to consider, however, is that this is not new for everyone. Mask-wearing, home schooling, job
loss and depression is not new for those battling cancer or another serious illness, injury or loss, all of
which can be extremely isolating. Hardship tests us in many ways and as the world races to get back to
"business as usual" we MUST NOT forget those who don't have the option to go back to the way things
were. For many families, the storm is far from over. MDC considers it our responsibility and privilege to
continue to find ways to work effectively in this space; to create specific channels of support for those in
need, to elevate awareness for important causes, and encourage and mobilize others with a similar
vision and desire to help. This year was awful but we found many reasons to be thankful and it's due to
people like you and moments like those you will read about in this newsletter.

RESPONSE TEAM
MDC was proud to team up with first

responders, celebrity responders and
community responders to help direct and

support their philanthropic efforts.

SPECIAL EVENTSSTUDIO SNEAK PEEKS
MDC was glad to continue working with
our wonderful studio partners to offer

first-look movie screenings with special
guests, all while going virtual!

2020 (PANDEMIC) EDITION

MDC was thrilled to produce and host
many exciting events; including a virtual

Gala and other events and campaigns
that helped bring awareness to many.

The world is changed by your example, not your opinion.

Amy Poehler The Last Full MeasureJames Marsden, Sonic

www.mdcproductions.com



MDC teamed up with NBC Universal to screen Dolittle with Robert Downey Jr. for Ronald McDonald House

New York and also with Paramount Pictures to screen Sonic the Hedgehog with James Marsden for Ronald
McDonald House New York, The Tom Coughlin Jay Fund, and New York Hospital for Special Surgery.

S T U D I O  S N E A K  P E E K S



MDC was thrilled to be able to continue hosting some special events despite all the limitations of
lockdown and social distancing. Many of the children we work with are already immunocompromised
and COVID continues to pose unknown risks to their health. So we pivoted with the help of some of
our studio friends and were happy to be able to offer streaming movies and virtual meet & greets! 

Kids and families from our partner hospitals were able to ask questions and send impersonation
requests to actor/comedian JAY PHAROAH (SNL) who is currently the host of the game show
'Nickelodeon Unfiltered'. Jay does incredible spot-on celebrity impressions!

We also teamed up with Paramount to stream Love and Monsters and host a virtual Q+A with actors
DYLAN O'BRIEN (Maze Runner, American Assassin, Teen Wolf) and ARIANA GREENBLATT (The One and
Only Ivan, Disney's Stuck in the Middle). Some of the organizations MDC served during this time
include: Ronald McDonald House New York, Montefiore Hospital, NYU Langone Hospital, Lenox Hill
Hospital, Memorial Sloan Kettering Hospital, and more!

V I R T U A L  M E E T  &  G R E E T S



The Last Full Measure is a film about the heroism of one man whose courageous actions during the Vietnam

War helped save the lives of over 60 men. It goes straight to the heart and allows you to evaluate your own

humanity and capacity for empathy. It opens a window into the grief and trauma our soldiers experience, at

the moment of impact and for the rest of their lives, allowing us to bear witness to something most of us will

never fully understand.  The movie is about doing the right thing against all 

odds and it's a powerful message about what ONE person can accomplish.

This special event was spearheaded by actor Sebastian Stan, who was  

joined by fellow actor Travis Aaron Wade, director Todd Robinson and 

producer Sidney Sherman who flew in for the event in support for our troops. 

MDC was very proud to screen it for a distinguished group of veterans and 

active duty servicemen and women from the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air 

Force, Special Forces Foundation, American Legion, Gary Sinise Foundation, 

Marine Corps Law Enforcement Foundation, Veterans of NYPD + FDNY, 

Operation Heal Our Heroes, Veterans in Media & Entertainment, and more. 

Special thanks to Greenwich Street Tavern for hosting the after-party, Tenth

and Pike Sweet Shop for the delicious dessert spread, Tribeca Film Center 

for hosting the screening, and to Roadside Attractions for sharing the film.

T H E  L A S T  F U L L  M E A S U R E



When schools closed due to the pandemic, my daughter Isla heard me talking about the CDC mandating face
masks for the general public. She insisted that we had to help due to all the talk of a national mask shortage. I
teamed up with Tenth and Pike Sweet Shop and we conceived a "Buy One, Give One" campaign for kids. Isla
and her friend Dylan (a pediatric cancer survivor) designed a bright, cheerful mask that kids love! His mom
Teresa works in fashion and helped us research fabric samples, printing methods and adjustable styles. Isla
also designed shirts that said "Hope Is Stronger Than Fear" and encouraged kids to buy t-shirts and decorate
their own. For every shirt/mask we sold, we donated double and included a gift set from PlayDoh. Tenth and
Pike Sweet Shop included delicious snack boxes for all NYC-based pediatric ICU donations and ConTees
Printing provided the shirts and labor. Thanks to the outpouring of support (especially from friends like Taylor
Kitsch, Kristen Bell, Sebastian Stan and more) we've donated hundreds of masks, shirts, toys & gift sets to at-
risk children at dozens of hospitals and child welfare orgs in the US and abroad. No matter where you stand on
the mask debate, there's no question that they help provide an added layer of protection for kids who are
hospitalized or immunocompromised, which is where we directed most of our donations. Very proud of my
daughter who spearheaded the campaign out of concern for kids impacted by COVID.

K I D S  H E L P I N G  K I D S



M D C  I N  S P A I N

MDC GOES TO SPAIN: During the pandemic, we were so proud to be able to offer support to children and
families in Spain. As the quarantine restrictions lifted, MDC teamed up with Avengers' star Sebastian Stan
to bring hope and awareness to children impacted by COVID in Spain. He also went bearing gifts --
hundreds of donated Avengers and Transformers toys and also with shirts and masks from Isla's Hope Is
Stronger Than Fear Campaign (we designed a special autographed Winter Soldier mask for the kids)! We
we so happy to coordinate visits with SOMOS NUPA and COLECTIVO CAJE. 

NUPA provides housing, financial support, and critical care for kids suffering from organ failure (and post-
transplant) and raises money for research. CAJE works with teachers, educators, and social workers to help
at-risk youth. Their camps and facilities give kids a safe space to learn, laugh, play, enjoy healthy meals,
and build their futures. Thank you to these wonderful organizations and Sebastian Stan for jumping through
many hoops to make these visits happen despite the many difficulties posed by COVID. 



S P E C I A L  T H A N K S

Special thanks to AMY POEHLER who worked with MDC to coordinate a very special event for kids at Ronald
McDonald House during the holiday season. Amy spent the day at the House doing arts & crafts with families
and children, decorating cookies, and gifted the playroom with a number of XBOX Ones and video games! 

Another huge thank you to KRISTEN BELL for donating an entire truckload full of pallets of goodies (diapers,
wipes, clothes, lotions, shampoos and bubble baths) to MDC for Ronald McDonald House New York and many
of our partner hospitals...and stay tuned for round two!



S P E C I A L  T H A N K S

MDC was thrilled to attend the 2020 Skate with the
Greats event with the New York Rangers, Garden of
Dreams Foundation, and Ronald McDonald House
New York. This is always such a fun event -- getting
to hang out and skate with Hall of Fame Rangers
players (past and current) is always a treat and
supports a great cause. This year we were joined by
artist/musician Matisyahu and his family! 

Special thanks to NHL enforcer George Parros 
 (who starred in Goon: Last of the Enforcers with
Liev Schreiber) and Cloud Water CEO Marc Siden
for coming with MDC to Ronald McDonald House

New York with what was later referred to as the
unofficial "George Parros NHL Pop-up Store"! 

George came loaded with boxes of hockey swag
and the kids got to dig through and take what they
wanted. George even jumped behind the counter
to serve some families dinner! He a class act AND a
world-class athlete. We're truly grateful for his
generosity and happy to have him in our Face Off
To Fight Cancer hockey event lineup each year!! 



T U N N E L  T O  T O W E R S

The Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers Foundation was created in memory of FDNY firefighter Stephen Siller
who ran the full length of Battery Park tunnel carrying 75lbs of gear (a run commemorated by thousands
every year in his honor) and sacrificed his life trying to save others. He died leaving 5 young children. 

The twin beams of light shine every year for Siller and all those whose lives were completely destroyed by the
cowardly acts of 9/11. Nearly 20 years later, thousands of first responders are still succumbing to 9/11-related
cancers and respiratory disease as a result of their heroic efforts on that terrible day. The foundation helps to
pay the mortgages for families of servicemen and women who die while in service to our country or first
responders who are killed in the line of duty. They believe if a child loses a parent serving our country, they
should not lose their home too. They also help provide homes built specifically for injured veterans with
features like wider halls and doorways, special showers to accommodate wheelchairs, automatic door
openers, cabinets, counters and stove tops that can be raised and lowered. They're a wonderful organization
with many high-profile supporters, including Mark Wahlberg and UFC champion Conor McGregor. 

We had the privilege of meeting CEO, Frank Siller, at a Fox & Friends event back in January. In early May, we
were contacted by a mutual friend at the Department of Defense for help with their PPE drive during the
pandemic and were honored to help in some small way. MDC enlisted the help of actors JESSICA CHASTAIN,
SEBASTIAN STAN, and others to raise money for protective masks and gowns for public hospital workers in
NYC. We were also able to secure hundreds of thousands of face shields that were made here in the US at
low cost thanks to friends at RELYCO.



Thanks to Tenth and Pike Sweet Shop for baking delicious and healthy snack boxes for
thousands of doctor & nurses who kept coming back for more! 

After speaking with many of our friends working around the clock on the frontlines, we learned
that their biggest need was FOOD. Most healthcare workers had no time to make it to their
cafeteria or order food for delivery during their short breaks, so Tenth and Pike curated custom
snack boxes designed to give them energy, satisfy their cravings, and hold them over between
meals. They also provided dessert trays and other goodies to first responders working back-to-
back 24hr shifts; who in turn helped us distribute food and desserts to a women's shelter in
NYC that provides lodging and care for victims of domestic abuse.

A huge thank you to actor JESSICA CHASTAIN for commissioning Tenth and Pike to deliver gift
boxes to the following hospitals and being so committed to helping others during this scary
and uncertain period. Hard times often reveal our true natures and I'm so grateful for people
like Jessica who choose to reach out, get involved, give back, and take thoughtful action! 

T E N T H  A N D  P I K E  S W E E T  S H O P

TENTH AND PIKE SWEET SHOP teamed up with MDC to help fuel frontline
workers with healthy sweet treats during the height of the COVID outbreak.

o Morgan Stanley Children's Hospital

o Mount Sinai Hospital

o New York Presbyterian

o  Lenox Hill Hospital

o Bellevue Hospital

o  Weill Cornell Hospital



A B O V E  &  B E Y O N D  ( M E A T )

JESSICA CHASTAIN and BEYOND MEAT went above & beyond to help frontline,
healthcare, and essential workers at the global epicenter of the COVID pandemic.
For nearly 10 weeks during the pandemic, MDC worked with Jessica and Beyond Meat to coordinate the
delivery of over 40k meals to dozens of hospitals and doctors offices, police precincts, fire stations, women's
shelters, nursing homes, food kitchens, and more. 

MDC helped oversee production and daily deliveries from multiple industrial kitchens in NYC and surrounding
boroughs, working with Beyond, TryHungry, ReThink, RePlate and Door Dash. We served the following on a
daily/weekly basis, including but not limited to, the following:

o Lenox Hill Hospital

o Weill Cornell Hospital

o Mount Sinai Hospital

o Bellevue Hospital

o Mount Sinai West Hospital

o NY Hospital for Special Surgery

o Kings County Hospital

o Lenox Hill Health

o Montefiore Hospital

o Montefiore Proejct Bravo

o NYU Langone

o NYU Langone Brooklyn

o Memorial Sloan-Kettering

o Mount Sinai Morningside Hospital

o Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital

o New York Presbyterian @ Columbia

o Ronald McDonald House New York

o Hackensack University Medical 

o Hoboken University Medical

o Jersey City Medical Center

o Christ Hospital Jersey City

o Palisades Medical Center

o NYPD

o FDNY

o FEMA

o FBI New York



MDC produced a 2-minute viral campaign encouraging people to #STAYHOME in support of their
local heroes on the front lines. We put an open invitation out for people to film themselves telling
everyone who they stay home for. The response was overwhelming with participants thanking
healthcare workers and first responders from New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Florida, Boston,
California, London and more. We also included testimonials from friends like LIAM NEESON,
SEBASTIAN STAN, TAYLOR KITSCH and WILLIAM MOSELEY. Thanks to all who participated and
especially to all the brave souls who continued to work despite the sacrifices, safety risks, and
painful separation from loved ones.

WHO DO YOU STAY HOME FOR? 

# S T A Y H O M E  C O V I D  C A M P A I G N



MDC was honored to work with Fox & Friends to help produce a 2-hour live segment for National Law
Enforcement Appreciation Day. We gathered over 100 men and women from precincts across NY and NJ to
share what it means to be a police officer. Police chiefs, captains, state troopers, detectives, federal agents
and the NJ State Police Pipes & Drums were recognized for their hard work and dedicated service. 

We were proud to again shine a spotlight on Dr. Richard Celeste for his long and decorated career in law
enforcement. Dr. Celeste is the father of MDC founder, Meagan Celeste, and the Director of one of the top
police academies in the country. He's trained over 60K officers who are much-loved in their communities. He
is a college professor of criminal justice and the first certified litigation specialist in NY/NJ/PA. Dr. Celeste
is a lifetime achievement award recipient with the FBI for his excellence in law enforcement training and
the International Association of Martial Arts for his lifelong study of karate. He leads active shooter seminars,
teaches self-defense for women, runs a Police Youth Week program, and designed many Use of Force
Curriculums as a highly regarded court-qualified expert.

It should come as no surprise that we are shocked and saddened by the violence and hatred being directed
towards the entire profession of law enforcement at this time when our nation is still reeling after months
spent in quarantine. Like millions of others, we were disgusted and horrified by the disturbing death of
George Floyd at the hands of some truly heartless police officers in Minneapolis, but what followed after
with the riots, looting, burning, and violence was very hard to watch. We condemn racism and any form of
hatred or intolerance based on race, religion, age, sex, career, etc. and we especially don't condone or
excuse police brutality or abuse of power.

T H I N  B L U E  L I N E

At MDC we work with kids and
families from all walks of life and
all corners of the world. We work
with families from lower
socioeconomic neighborhoods
and at-risk kids who are abused,
neglected, or orphaned. We work
with kind, generous and caring
men and women from many
professions and backgrounds,
including police officers who go
above and beyond the call of
duty to help MDC fundraise year-
round for many of the causes in
our wheelhouse (helping kids
with cancer, cancer research,
food allergy awareness, helping
victims of human trafficking,
anti-bullying efforts, and more).
Despite our differences, we put
aside egos and bias and ask
others to do the same, so that
we can come together for the
greater good. 



C E L E B R I T Y  R E S P O N D E R S
( v i s i t  www .mdcp r oduc t i o n s . c om   f o r  t h e  f u l l  l i s t )

STEVE CARELL                                               HENRY CAVILL                                               SEBASTIAN STAN                                        EMILY BLUNT

MELISSA MCCARTHY                                    JUDD APATOW                                               TOM HOLLAND                                             TOM HARDY 

CHRIS PRATT                                                 ANTHONY MACKIE                                         KRISTEN BELL                                             LIAM NEESON

JOHN CENA                                                    KEVIN HART                                                    LIEV SCHREIBER                                         AMBER HEARD

BENEDICT CUMBERBATCH                          CHRIS HEMSWORTH                                     ROBERT DE NIRO                                        WILLIAM MOSELEY

JUSTICE SMITH                                                 TAYLOR KITSCH                                            JAMES MCAVOY                                          JACK BLACK



Final Thoughts

2020 was a challenging year for so many reasons, but we continue to work hard to support
many important causes that impact the world today. We remain committed to creating
milestone moments and memories, especially for children, who are often impacted the
most significantly.

We appreciate every bit of support from the community as we strive to execute our vision
and we're forever grateful to the friends, colleagues, collaborators and mentors we've been
privileged to meet along the way. If you or your company are interested in working with
MDC or collaborating for a cause, please don't hesitate to reach out!

In closing, we'd love to invite everyone to tune in on November 16th at 7pm for the Ronald
McDonald House New York's first ever Virtual Gala, which MDC is proud to have helped
produce for the third year in a row. RMH-NY provides critical care and support for kids
battling cancer from all over the world. They provide a loving "home away from home" for
families to ride out their storms and worked hard to stay open during the pandemic to care
for families who didn't have the luxury of staying home. For many this was a choice, but for
kids in active cancer treatment they had to risk the virus every day in order to receive
lifesaving care. The House keeps families emotionally connected even with social
distancing and they need your help now more than ever!

MDC was proud to work with RMH-NY during the height of the outbreak to provide meals
and support to various hospital partners, and thanks to the endless generosity of Kristen
Bell and Hello Bello we're excited to be able to donate another truckload of much-needed
diapers to kids and families impacted by COVID at two of the hardest
hit hospitals at the global epicenter of the outbreak in America: 
Elmhurst and Kings County.

The Gala will feature special messages from friends like Chris Pratt, 
Liam Neeson, Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Taylor Kitsch, Josh
Gad, Kristen Bell, William Moseley, Amy Poehler, Robert De Niro
and many more. Tune in and please consider a donation if you can.

Thanks and wishing you all a very safe and healthy remainder of 2020!

AND  LOOKING  AHEAD

Founder & CEO


