
RESPONDERS 
IN ACTION

MDC was proud to team up with a 

number of first responders, celebrity 

responders and community responders 

in order to make a bigger difference for 

many great causes and organizations.

SPECIAL 
EVENTS

MDC'S STUDIO 
SNEAK PEEKS

MDC was honored to work with many top 

Hollywood studios to host special private 

screenings of some of the latest and best 

new movies for children who are too sick 

or unable to attend a regular theater. 
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It was a busy few months for MDC filled with lots of fun events, 

unforgettable memories and many new friendships. The holiday season 

was extra special thanks to the generosity of our dear friend Liam Neeson 

and new friend John Cena, as well as the amazing teams at Fox and 

NBCUniversal who always go above and beyond to answer our calls for 

help. The new year brought many new opportunities to do good in the 

community -- read on to see what we've been up to!  

We have many new projects lined up for the spring and would love to hear 

from anyone who is looking for opportunities to volunteer. There are so 

many ways to give back...whether it's donating time, money or your voice in 

support of those who are suffering. Join us today as we tackle issues such 

as pediatric cancer awareness and cancer research, adoption and foster 

care reform, human trafficking and more. 

MDC was excited to produce and film a 

number of exciting live events, including 

the grand re-opening of Ronald McDonald 

House and the 24th Annual "Skate with 

the Greats" with the New York Rangers.

"No one can do everything, but everyone can do something!"
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Judd Apatow, Leslie 
Mann and family stop 
by Ronald McDonald 
House New York
Gifts by Minnetonka

MDC wants to send a huge thank 

you to Leslie Mann and Judd 

Apatow for their recent visit to 

Ronald McDonald House. Judd is 

the brilliant and down-to-earth 

producer/director of hit films like 

Anchorman, Forgetting Sarah 

Marshall and 40-Year Old Virgin. 

Leslie is the beautiful, hilarious star 

of comedies like 17 Again, This is 40 

and Knocked Up. Together with 

daughters Maude, Iris and a family 

friend, they spent an afternoon 

decorating handcrafted leather 

moccasin slippers which were 

generously donated courtesy of 

MINNETONKA. Special thanks to 

artist/designer Lindsay Stewart 

(Free Range Mama) and John 

Hedlund (Open Iris Entertainment). 

Fun-Filled Day with the Apatow Family
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John "Never Give Up" Cena 
BRYANT PARK HOTEL

WWE Superstar John Cena, one of the world's most charitable athletes, 

stopped by Bryant Park Hotel to surprise young fans who were treated to a 

private screening of Fox's hit film Ferdinand. 

The movie is a film adaptation of the children's classic storybook about a 

gentle giant, Ferdinand the Bull, who looks big and tough on the outside, but 

has a heart of gold on the inside. Sound familiar? 

John was on hand to take pictures and spend time with the kids and their 

families; he also spoke a little about the film which he is extremely proud of. 

Special thanks to Fox and Bryant Park Hotel for making this happen! 
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MDC'S STUDIO 

SNEAK PEEKS!

MDC was thrilled to work with Hollywood studios 

like NBC UNIVERSAL, FOX, SONY and PARAMOUNT 

to screen their hit new films for children from 

Ronald McDonald House New York who are being 

treated for pediatric cancer at nearby hospitals 

such as New York Hospital for Special Surgery, 

Memorial Sloan Kettering, Morgan Stanley 

Children's Hospital, New York Presbyterian and 

more. Special thanks to Nicholas Chiu @ Bryant 

Park Hotel for always going above and beyond to 

accommodate our events; and to the NYPD for 

always providing transportation and security for 

our families and special guests!
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JAMES McAVOY brings joy during a nor'easter!!
MDC is beyond grateful to actor 

JAMES McAVOY (star of hit films 

X-Men, Wanted, Atonement, 

Split and Sherlock Gnomes) for 

his recent visit to Ronald 

McDonald House New York. 

MDC and PARAMOUNT spent 

months planning the event, 

only to have plans derailed at 

the last minute due to an 

unprecedented blizzard that hit 

New York in early spring. 

Sophie K. from Paramount saved the day by getting 

permission to screen the film at the House and even 

arranged for a surprise visit from Gnomeo and Juliet!! 

James melted many hearts by making the dangerous 

trek through heavy wind and snow to make it to the 

second screening he's attended for MDC (most recent 

was XMen: Apocalypse). He spent time answering 

questions and taking pictures with all the kids; giving 

them a memory they'll never forget. Special thanks to 

Allied Pride for bringing stuffed animals, coloring books 

and other gifts for the children and to Michelle M. @ 

42West. Thanks to Ashley Faison, Liz Spranzani and 

John Hedlund for helping with the event! 
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LIAM NEESON   COMES 
BEARING GIFTS...

MDC was honored to have legendary actor Liam 
Neeson back for another visit to Ronald 

McDonald House New York this winter.

...AND BRINGS A UNIQUE 
BRAND OF HOLIDAY CHEER

Liam is a dear friend and all-time favorite! He 

arrived with bags of goodies from FAO Schwarz 

to give to the kids and as always, took the time to 

answer questions, take pictures and offer words 

of love and support to the children and their 

families. Liam was kind enough to film a little clip 

for the video MDC is producing for RMHNY's 

annual Gala and his visit was featured in People 

Magazine. Liam proudly supports a number of 

wonderful charities and organizations and we're 

honored to have his continued support.  
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24TH ANNUAL "SKATE WITH THE GREATS"  WITH THE NEW YORK RANGERS

MDC was on hand to cover the 24th Annual "Skate with the Greats" dinner, skate and fundraiser event at Rockefeller 

Center alongside hockey greats like Mark Messier, Brian Leetch, Mike Richter, Colton Orr, Stéphane Matteau, Ed Hospidar 

and Rod Gilbert. The Master of Ceremonies was NHL network analyst Kevin Weekes. This event was sponsored by RBC 

Capital and made possible through a partnership with Garden of Dreams, a non-profit that works with MSG Networks to 

positively impact the lives of children facing obstacles. RBC was invited to ring the Closing Bell at the NYSE with Rod 

Gilbert (NYR) and Ronald McDonald House New York. "Skate with the Greats" was founded in 2006 by Rod Gilbert and 

Brian Leetch in an effort to bring more awareness to pediatric cancer and illnesses. The event raised over $800,000. 
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NYPD VS FDNY HOCKEY @  MADISON SQ GARDEN

MDC Productions was honored to be recognized at the 45th annual NYPD vs 

FDNY charity hockey game which was played to a sold out crowd of nearly 20,000 

fans at Madison Square Garden. MDC was invited down to ice level to represent 

the NYPD, the largest and most historic police force in the country. 

video: https://youtu.be/LTws6ZdkYqs

The NYPD recognized MDC 

Productions for their work 

together in support of kids battling 

cancer during the Anheuser-Busch 

Penalty Box Experience. Thank 

you to Gary Haber, Joe Tan and 

the NYPD Hockey team for the 

amazing opportunity! 
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RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE NEW YORK 

ROBERT DE NIRO

LIAM NEESON

CHRIS PRATT 

TOM HOLLAND

26th Annual 
RMHNY GALA
MDC and Open Iris have teamed up 

with Margaret Grioli (Chief Affairs 

Officer of Hamptons Affair and 

longtime RMH volunteer) to produce 

the 2018 Gala video which will be 

shown at the annual event this spring 

at The Grand Hyatt in Manhattan. 

With a special focus on support from 

Mastercard, G-III Apparel Group and the 

Blavatnik family (plus a few fun 

cameos), the video will highlight the 

very best RMHNY has to offer to all of 

the families who stay under their roof 

while their child is in treatment.

AJAY BANGA, MASTERCARD CEO
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MDC was so happy to collaborate with Free Range Mama founder and designer LINDSAY STEWART,  

whose hand-painted Minnetonka moccasins are popular with A-listers,  event planners,  children's 

boutiques and clients nationwide.  Lindsay designs and sells an exclusive collection of infant 

booties through Minnetonka.    

Thanks to Lindsay,  Minnetonka made a generous donation of moccasins for caregivers at Ronald 

McDonald House and Lindsay donated her time and talents to lend a helping hand.  She brought 

special fabric paints,  glitter,  decals and more so the kids could decorate a special pair for Mom just 

in time for Mothers Day.  They had a blast and were covered in paint and happy smiles.  We were 

joined by the lovely Apatow family for the afternoon and the girls even helped to paint a pair for 

Leslie.  It was amazing to see how creative the kids were;  there's truly an artist inside all of us!

Free Range Mama

Artist Lindsay Stewart,  far left

Open Iris Entertainment
MDC is a proud partner to Open Iris 

Entertainment,  an award-winning full-  

service production company that handles 

almost all of MDC's video needs,  including 

commercial work and coverage of live 

events.  Co-founder JOHN HEDLUND is an 

integral member of MDC's production team 

and a trusted colleague.    

Open Iris made headlines recently with three separate films being 

screened at the 2018  Garden State Film Festival and a big win for their 

short comedy "Therapy,  Bro".  Congratulations to John Hedlund,  

Francesco Nuzzi and Greg Jolley on a well-deserved win and many 

thanks for all of your continued support,  ideas and collaboration!!!  
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The Samuel Waxman Cancer Research Foundation (SWCRF) is 
dedicated to eradicating cancer by funding collaborative cross- 
institutional research that identifies and corrects abnormal gene 
function that causes cancer. This research is the basis for developing 
minimally toxic treatments for patients, which is crucial for children 
and seniors battling cancer. Since its inception, SWCRF has invested 
approximately $100 million in cancer research. Their “Institute 
Without Walls” funds a network of 60 research laboratories directed 
by the brightest scientific minds who collaborate throughout North 
America, Asia and Europe. MDC is proud to support SWCRF and is 
looking forward to helping them create new and compelling video 
content to showcase their latest research. 

N E W  P A R T N E R S H I P S

The New Jersey State Policemen's Benevolent Association proudly 
represents over 33,000 men and women in law enforcement from 
across the state and is dedicated to providing support for the 
community by raising awareness and funds for various charities. The 
NJSPBA hockey team is led by Mike Schulze. Under his leadership, the 
team raises money for children battling cancer, people who've suffered 
spinal cord injuries, families of fallen officers and more. MDC is proud 
to support the NJSPBA Hockey team and help them to continue to 
raise money and awareness for causes that range from anti-bullying to 
sponsoring toy drives for multiple children's hospitals to supporting 
families and children with physical and developmental disabilities. 

ADOPTION-SHARE is a national non-profit whose mission is to raise 
adoption awareness and introduce reform to the private and public 
adoption process. Together with a brilliant team of daring innovators, 
including two of the lead scientists who built eHARMONY, they built a 
groundbreaking new tool called Family Match. This unique new 
platform is designed to help social workers match foster children with 
prospective families with increased compatibility, sensitivity and 
accuracy. MDC has three executive team members who are adoptees 
and is proud to partner with Adoption-Share to create compelling 
video content, raise awareness and help bring Family Match to all 50 
states and beyond. 

FLEET WEEK is a time-honored celebratory event put together by the 
United States Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard. For one week 
each year, active military ships travel to New York bearing thousands 
of sailors who will come to the city, visit top tourist attractions and 
invite the public to take guided tours of the ships. The weeklong event 
proudly showcases three giant Naval destroyers, along with a number 
of exciting and educational presentations, including search & rescue 
demonstrations and a live music festival. MDC is proud to partner 
with Fleet Week Staten Island to help secure sponsors and vendors, 
plan special events and help with all their video production needs. 
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Final Thoughts

MDC is incredibly honored to support and partner with so many amazing organizations and 

individuals who are working hard to make a positive difference in the world. Whether it's teaming 

up with our brave and selfless First Responders; seeking support from our unbelievably talented 

and compassionate roster of Celebrity Responders; or getting help from our generous Community 

Responders -- we are truly grateful to all those who have answered our call for help.  

We rely on the collective generosity and trust from others to keep us moving forward so we may 

continue to bring help, happiness and a lot of love to those who need it most. In truth, it's very 

easy to feel frustrated, angry and depressed by all the tragedy and unfairness we see on a daily 

basis, whether it's helplessly watching a loved one battle cancer or trying to comfort a parent who 

is grieving the loss of their child. One day it's a desperate mom trying to protect her daughter from 

bullying (which immediately makes you worry for your own child) and the next it's hearing from 

victims of human trafficking and knowing they will never be the same. It's hard knowing 

thousands of children are suffering neglect and abuse in foster care and realizing that could have 

been your life, had you not been adopted by such a warm and loving family. It's meeting a sweet, 

vibrant little boy named Bruce (pictured below, just 5 yrs old when diagnosed with an inoperable 

brain tumor) and wondering how on Earth something this awful can happen to an innocent child.  

LOOKING  AHEAD

“Our family enjoyed the recent screening of Sherlock Gnomes at the Ronald McDonald House NY. Events 
like these make our children feel so special and help us create memories we will cherish forever. James 
McAvoy gave so generously of his time and was so sweet as he interacted with all of the children. We made a 
new friend and we can never have enough of those. We can't tell you how grateful we are for the chance to 
have participated in your event. Thank you for all the good you do.”      -Robin Dodd, loving mother to Bruce 

But as long as others continue to reach out and donate a little 

bit of time and energy into helping us help others, then we 

will always have hope. It is only through the goodness and 

compassion of others that we're able to move forward with 

continued optimism and excitement for the future. With your 

support we can continue to create unique opportunities, plan 

unforgettable events and produce compelling video content 

with the power to educate, inspire and mobilize countless 

more. We are so grateful to the amazing friends, colleagues, 

collaborators and mentors we've met along the way. 

Thanks for reading!

W W W . M D C P R O D U C T I O N S . C O M
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